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Annex 1

NOTE VERBALE NO. NV/ODG-666/25 ADDRESSED TO THE PERMANENT
REPRESENTATION OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION TO THE OPCW
DATED 28 FEBRUARY 2025

§&) orcw

N Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons

NV/ODG-666/25

The Technical Secretariat (the “Secretariat”) of the Organisation for the Prohibition
of Chemical Weapons (“OPCW?) presents its compliments to the Permanent
Representation of the Russian Federation to the OPCW and has the honour to refer
to the latter’s Note Verbale No. 9, dated 25 February 2025.

In relation to the question of when and where the Technical Assistance Visit (TAV)
Team of the Secretariat arrived and where and when transfer of samples took place,
the Secretariat refers to its response provided in its Note Verbale NV/ODG/-644/24
dated 19 December 2024. The Secretariat reiterates that it is not in a position to
share information that is not in the TAV report.

The Secretariat hereby reiterates that, in fulfilling its mandate, the Secretariat always
carries its activities in an impartial and professional manner with due regard to the
protection of confidentiality and confidential information shared by the States
Parties.

In connection with the question related to the collection of samples, and as stated in
the relevant TAV report, the Secretariat reiterates that it could verify that the
procedures applied by Ukraine were in line with international standards related to
sample collection followed by the OPCW and widely applied by other international
organisations.

The Secretariat wishes to recall that Technical Assistance Visits are bilaterally
conducted by the Secretariat as a measure of assistance to the requesting State Party
and that the resulting report is also prepared for the requesting State Party. The
request made by Ukraine to the Secretariat was to provide technical assistance and
technical evaluation to Ukraine pursuant to Article VIII, subparagraph 38(e), of the
Chemical Weapons Convention (Convention). Hence, Article VIII, subparagraph
40, of the Convention is not relevant in the present circumstance.

The responses provided in the Secretariat’s Note Verbale NV/ODG-644/24 (dated
19 December 2024), together with the further clarifications provided in this Note
Verbale, exhaustively address all questions posed by the Russian Federation in its
Notes Verbales No. 77 dated 13 December 2024 and No. 9 dated 25 February 2025.

B

Permanent Representation of the Russian Federation to the OPCW
Andries Bickerweg 2
2517 JP The Hague
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The Technical Secretariat of the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Permanent Representation
of the Russian Federation to the OPCW the assurances of its highest consideratign,

The Hague, 28 Febru
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Annex 2

NOTE VERBALE NO. 9 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATION OF THE
RUSSIAN FEDERATION TO THE TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT OF THE OPCW
DATED 25 FEBRUARY 2025
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NOCTOSIHHOE NPEJCTABUTEJILCTBO
POCCHIICKOM ®EJIEPALIMH
TPV OPTAHM3ALIMH [0 3AIIPEIIEHUIO
XUMHYECKOI'O OPYKHSI
PERMANENT REPRESENTATION
OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION

TO THE ORGANISATION FOR THE PROHIBITION
OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS

.N'ef

IlocrosnHoe npeacraBurenscTBO Poccuiickoit ®enepauuun
npu OpraHu3zanuy no 3anpelleHuto xumuyeckoro opyxus (03X0)
CBUJIETEJILCTBYET CBOE YyBaXKeHME TexXHMYeCKOMY CceKpeTapuary
O3XO wu, cchutasch Ha HOTY TeXHHYeCKOro cekperapuara
Ne NV/ODG-644/24 ot 19 pexabps 2024 roma ¢ peakuuei
Ha Bonpocel Poccuiickoit @enepanuu no JoKIaay O BU3UTE IPYIIIbI
TexHuuyeckoro cozerctBusi O3XO B CBA3M C MEpPONPUATHIMH,
NpOBeACHHBIMU [0 3ampocy Ykpausbl (mokymeHt S/2338/2024
ot 18 Hos10pst 2024 ropa), HMeeT YeCTh COOOIIUTE ClIeAyoLIee.

Poccuiickoit ~ cTopone KpaiiHe BaXHO  YTOYHMTH
NPUHLUIHAIBHBIE MOMEHTHI, OTCYTCTBYIOLUIHE B YIOMSHYTOM
noknane TexHuyeckoro cekperapuata. K coxxajieHuio, OTBETHI
TexHudeckoro  cekperapuara He  NPOSICHAIOT  COMHEHHS,
HEOINpPENEIeHHOCTH M HESCHOCTH, Ha KOTOpble OOpaTHJIO BHUMaHHE
ITocTosiHHOEe mpeAcTaBUTENBCTBO B cBoed Hote Ne77 or
13 nexabpst 2024 roma, a TaKk)Ke M3JI0XKEHHbIE B HALIMOHAIBHOM

noxymente EC-108/NAT.1 ot 13 nexabps 2024 roxa.

TEXHUYECKOMY CEKPETAPUATY
OPTAHU3AIIUMU 110 3AITPENIEHUIO
XUMHUYECKOI'O OPYKUS

r. 'aara
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Tak, yrBepxaenue TexHHYeckoro cekperapuara O TOM, YTO
OH OCYLIECTB/ISUI TEXHUYECKOE COACHCTBUE YKpPauHe B COOTBETCTBHU
¢ n.38(e) crarbu VIII KoHBeHUMH O 3ampelieHUH XUMHUYECKOIO
opyxus (nanee — KoHBeHLIUs) He laeT Bpa3yMHUTEIbHOTO OTBETa Ha
KOHKPETHbIE BONpPOCHI O TOM, KOrJa M KyJa npuObula rpymna
Texnuueckoro cexperapuara O3XO no oka3aHUIO TEXHUYECKOTO
coaeiictBusi M rae mpoucxoauna mnepepada npod. Ocrarorces
HESACHBIMU TNPUYMHBI, MO KOTOPHIM Takash BakHas HH(opmanus
HE BOLWIA B [OJIHYIO BEpCHIO A0KiIaaa TeXHU4YecKoro cekperapuara
1 noyeMmy TeXHHUECKHH CeKpeTapuaT OTKAa3bIBAaeTCs [OJAEIUTHCS
€10 C roCyIapCTBaMHU-y4aCTHUKAMH.

B oTcyTcTBHME [ONOJHHUTENBHBIX pa3bsiCHEHUH He Obuln
CHSITbl COMHEHHUSI U B OTHOLICHUH YBEPEHHUH O KOOI COOIIIOAEHIH
npouenyp  obecneueHus ~ coxpaHHocTd — mpo6.  Bwmecto
yrBepxkaeHHoro B O3XO pernameHTa MOCIEA0BATEILHOCTH
ACWCTBUH N0  00eCneYeHHI0  COXPAHHOCTH  JI0Ka3aTellbCTB
U aokymeHtupoBaHus mnpo6 O3XO Ha MecTe XHUMHYECKOTO
MHIMJEHTa B JIOKJaZle TeXHHUecKoro cekperapuara JarOTCH
CCBUIKM Ha HEKHe MEeXIyHapOJHble CTaHJapThbl, KOTOpble SKOOBI
ObUIM MCMONB30BaHbl YKPAaMHCKOW CTOpOHOW mnpu oTtbope mpob.
CopnepxaTenbHOro OTBETa Ha BOIPOC POCCUHCKONW CTOPOHBI O TOM,
Kakie HMEHHO MEXIAyHapoAHble CTaHAApTBl MPUMEHSIIUCH
YKPauHCKOH CTOPOHOM M Kak OHH COOTHOCATCH C TpeGoBaHUSMHU
K3XO B orHomenun cOGopa W aHaiu3a JI0Ka3aTeNbCTB,
K COXKaJICHHUIO, TAK)Ke He MOCIIeI0Balo.

[TpuBeneHHble NpUMEpPbl CBUAETENBCTBYIOT O TOM, YTO
TexHuveckuil cexkperapuar B JaHHOM ciiyyae (hOpMajbHO OTHECCS
K BBINOJHEHHIO CBOMX (YHKIHi, MPOUTHOPHPOBAB KOHKpPETHBIE
03a004€HHOCTH OJHOTO0 M3 TroCyAapcTB-y4acTHUKOB KoHBeHuuu.

ITynxkr 40 crateu VIII KonBeHuum mnoapasymeBaer, HTO
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Texnuueckuil cekperapuar B Cllydyae HaJW4YUsl COMHEHMH WM
HESsICHOCTEH JI0JDKEH pellaTh Y MPOSCHATh UX IyTeM KOHCYJbTallui
C COOTBETCTBYIOLIMM rOCYapCTBOM-Y4aCTHUKOM.

[TocrosiHHOE  NPENCTaBUTENBCTBO  NOATBEPXKAAET,  UTO
COOTBETCTBYIOLLME ITyHKTbl JOKJIaza, Ha KoTopble TeXxHH4ecKui
cekperapuar ccbuiaercs B cBoeil Hote Ne NV/ODG-644/24 ot
19 nekabpss 2024 ropa, ObulM [OBTOPHO BHUMATEIbHEHIIHM
0o0pa3oM H3y4YeHBbl, OJHAKO BOIMPOCHI 10 CYILUECTBY MO-IPEKXHEMY
ocratorcsi. B naHHOW cBA3M poccHiicKas CTOpPOHa HACTOSTENbHO
npu3biBaeT TexHUYECKUH CeKpeTapuaT BHMMATEJIbHO OTHECTUCH M
NPUHATH K CBEACHUIO MHPOPMALMIO, U3JI0KEHHYIO B POCCHICKOM
HauuoHanbHOM JokymeHTe EC-108/NAT.1 or 13 nekaGps
2024 rona, a TakKe AaTb MCYEPILIBAIOUIME OTBETHI Ha BOIMPOCHI,
noctasiieHHble [locTosiHHBIM npecTaBuTeNIbCTBOM B HOTe Ne 77 oT
13 nexabps 2024 roaa.

B curyauuu, korza peyb MOXET MATH O MPEANOIaracMoM
OCYLIECTBJICHHM XUMHMUYECKOH npoBokauuu (B Hote Ne68 ot
19 Ho6pst 2024 roma Poccuiickas ®epepauus npenynpexjaana o
TAKOM PpHUCKE), [NPUHLMIIMAIBHO BaXHO YETKO  CIJIEJI0BATh
nonoxenussm Konsenuuu. Pocculickas Penepauusi 0KUAaer, 4to
TexHuveckuii cekperapuaT NpHM BBINOJIHEHHH CBOEro Masjaara
Oyner B paBHOM CTENEHHM YBAXKMUTEIBHO M  OTBETCTBEHHO
OTHOCUTBCS K B3aUMOJEHCTBHIO CO BCEMU [OCYyJapCTBaMM-
ydyacTHUKaMM KOHBEHLMH, CEpbe3HO BOCIPUHMMATH JHOOBIE KX
03a00YEHHOCTH OTHOCHUTENIBHO coOutoAeHus nooxeHnii KoHBeHLnH,
neHlcTBOBaTh 0OPOCOBECTHO, TPAHCIIAPEHTHO U OECIIPUCTPACTHO.

ITocTosiHHOE MpPEACTaBUTENBCTBO MPOCUT TexHudeckui
CeKpeTapMar paclpOCTPaHUTh CPEeJIU Aeeraluii KONuio HacToseH
HOTBl B KadecTBe o¢uuuanbHOro jaokymeHnta 108-ii ceccuu

Hcnonuurensnoro coera O3XO (4-7 mapra 2025 roaa.).
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INOCTOSIHHOE INPEACTABHUTEJIBCTBO

POCCUMICKOU ®EJEPALIMA

IIPH OPI'AHU3 AWMU IO 3AITIPEIIEHHIO

XUMHUYECKOI'O OPYXHUs

PERMANENT REPRESENTATION
OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION

TO THE ORGANISATION FOR THE PROHIBITION

OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS

Nef

The Permanent Representation of the Russian Federation to
the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW)
presents its compliments to the Technical Secretariat of the OPCW
and, referring to the Note Verbale of the Technical Secretariat
No. NV/ODG-644/24, dated 19 December 2024, which contains the
response to the questions posed by the Russian Federation
regarding the Report of the OPCW Technical Assistance Visit on
the Activities Carried out in Support of a Request by Ukraine
(S/2338/2024, dated 18 November 2024), has the honour to inform
it of the following.

The Russian side deems it fundamentally important to clarify
the principle points missing from the abovementioned Report of the
Technical Secretariat. Unfortunately, the responses of the Technical
Secretariat do not clarify the doubts, ambiguities and uncertainties
that the Permanent Representation brought to the notice of the
Secretariat in its Note Verbale No. 77, dated 13 December 2024,
and further outlined in the national document EC-108/NAT.1, dated
13 December 2024.

TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT OF THE
ORGANISATION FOR THE PROHIBITION OF

CHEMICAL WEAPONS
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Specifically, the Technical Secretariat’s assertion that it
provided technical assistance to Ukraine under subparagraph 38(e)
of Article VIII of the Chemical Weapons Convention (hereinafter
"the Convention") does not give any reasonable answer to the
specific questions about when and where the Technical Assistance
Team of the OPCW Technical Secretariat arrived and where
the transfer of samples occurred. It remains unclear why this
meaningful information has not been included in the full report of
the Technical Secretariat and why the Technical Secretariat refuses
to share it with the States Parties.

In the absence of additional clarification, the doubts
concerning the alleged compliance with chain of custody for samples
remain outstanding. Instead of the approved OPCW regulations on
the chain of custody and documentation for OPCW samples taken
on-site a chemical incident, the Report of the Technical Secretariat
refers to some international standards having been allegedly
complied with by the Ukrainian side in sampling process. The
question of the Russian side as to which specific international
standards have been applied by the Ukrainian side and how do they
correlate with the Convention sampling and evidence analysis
requirements has unfortunately remained unattended in substance.

The above examples testify that in this case the Technical
Secretariat acted on a pro forima basis when discharging its
functions and disregarded specific concerns of one of the States
Parties to the Convention. Paragraph 40 of Article VIII of
the Convention implies that, should any doubts or uncertainties
arise, the Technical Secretariat shall resolve or clarify them through

its consultations with the State Party concerned.
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The Permanent Repre$entation confirms that relevant
paragraphs of the Report referred to by the Technical Secretariat in its
Note Verbale No. NV/ODG-644/24, dated 19 December 2024, have
received a most careful re-examination but substantive issues are
still pending. The Russian side urges the Technical Secretariat
in this context to give serious consideration to, and take
note of the information presented in the Russian national
document EC-108/NAT.1, dated 13 December 2024, and provide
exhaustive answers to the questions posed by the Permanent
Representation in its Note Verbale No. 77, dated 13 December 2024,

In a situation where the issue of an alleged chemical
provocation may arise (in its Note Verbale No. 68, dated
19 November 2024, the Russian Federation denounced the risk), it
is crucially important to strictly abide by the provisions of
the Convention. The Russian Federation expects the Technical
Secretariat, in fulfilling its mandate, to show equitable respect and
accountability in cooperating with all States Parties to
the Convention, stay considerate of any of their concerns related to
the compliance with provisions of the Convention and act in good
faith, transparently and impartially.

The Permanent Representation of the Russian Federation to
the OPCW requests that the OPCW Technical Secretariat circulate
the copy of this Note Verbale as an official document of the 108th
Session of the OPCW Executive Council (4-7 March 2025).

The Permanent Representation of the Russian Federation to
the OPCW avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the OPCW

Technical Secretariat the assurances of its highest consideration.




