Algeria: Statement by H.E. Ambassador Salima Abdelhak, Permanent
representative of the People's Democratic Republic of Algeria to the
OPCW at the 107th session of the Executive Council under agenda item
2 (5), general debate.

The Hague, October 08, 2024

Mr Chairperson,
Mr Director-General,
Excellencies,

Distinguished delegates,

First, I would like to reiterate my congratulation to H.E. Ambassador Andrés
Teran Parral, Permanent Representative of Ecuador to the OPCW, for his
Chairmanship of our EC session. We are confident he will steer our deliberations
to successful outcomes. He can count on my support as a Vice -Chair and on the
support of my delegation.

I wish also to extend my gratitude to the Director-General, Ambassador
Fernando Arias, for his reports and his comprehensive opening statement and
commend his commitment as well as the TS staff dedication in advancing and
optimizing the implementation of the CWC.

The Algerian delegation aligns itself with the statement delivered by H.E.
Ambassador Mirjam Blaak Sow, Permanent representative of Uganda to the
OPCW, on behalf of the Member States of the NAM that are States Parties to the
Convention and China, and with the statement of H.E. Ambassador Francis Danti
Kotia, the Permanent Representative of Ghana to the OPCW, on behalf of Africa
Group.

Mr Chairperson,

The EC session is taking place just days after the conclusion of the general
debate at the 79th UN General Assembly, where world leaders voiced their
concerns over global challenges, particularly the growing insecurity and conflicts
threatening international peace. This instability raises fears of proliferation of
arms of massive destruction including the risk of chemical weapons reemergence
and their potential use by different actors including non-state ones. This
situation stands as a major concern, that threatens the recent efforts and
achievements in eliminating declared chemical weapons stockpiles.

What is more concerning is the fact that our international system itself which
appears to be challenged by the escalating threats posed by conflicts in different
regions reminding us of a dark chapter in history. Indeed, the traces of global
conflicts are still present, as we saw during our recent trip to China.



At the on-site visit, we could realize the threat posed by the abandoned Chemical
weapons to the safety of populations as well as to environment and the
development of affected regions. Their elimination should thus receive our full
attention within the Organization as advocated by the Chemical Weapons
Convention (CWC) through its effective verification system.

The task is heavy but still within reach, to our point of view. We have indeed
witnessed a sincere commitment from both China and Japan to address and put
an end to the relics of past conflicts. We commend the efforts made by the two
governments and applaud their efficient cooperation to implement the agreed
action plan aiming to conclude the process of destruction by 2027 under the
supervision of the OPCW.

Mr Chairperson,

As for the risk of the reemergence of chemical weapons, it should be contained
by the obligation of all countries to be bound by the provisions of the CWC. We
commend the efforts of the TS and the DG towards the universality of CWC and
hope that the progress made with South Sudan will consolidate the
determination expressed in Algiers during Chemex 2023.

We encourage the same initiatives to be undertaken especially with non-states
parties engaged in conflicts to ensure their accountability vis a vis CWC. We
must remain alert to the tragedy in Palestine and the recent military attacks
against Lebanon as the risk of the use of Chemical weapons by a State non-
party to CWC remains real and within reach.

We recall in this regards Palestine's request for OPCW assistance in investigating
this matter. We are confident in the TS efforts in monitoring the situation in Gaza
to ensure there will be no use of chemical weapons in Palestine.

Mr Chairperson,

As a strong advocate for international peace and security, Algeria fully supports
the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) and the broader frameworks that form
the foundation of global disarmament.

Recognizing the importance of all its provisions and their integrity, we are
committed to the full implementation of CWC by inter alia continually developing
our capacities and institutions to ensure compliance and share our expertise
within our region.

In this regard, the recent designation of the Algerian National Institute of
Criminalistics and Criminology of the Gendarmerie Nationale (NICC/GN) as an
OPCW-designated laboratory marks a significant milestone, providing Africa with
its own designated laboratory. This achievement reinforces Algeria’s dedication
to supporting the OPCW'’s mission and While looking forward more designated
laboratories in Africa the NICC stands ready to share the valuable experience
gained throughout this process.



Algeria also backs the work of the OPCW in advancing International Cooperation
and Assistance programmes, particularly the implementation of the Africa
Programme. We welcome the recent launch of several projects by the Technical
Secretariat (TS), both new and ongoing, including Chemex Africa II. It is also
worth replicating Chemex to other regions and Algeria supports the GRULAC
request to host it.

Finally, I would like to kindly request our statement be circulated as an official
document of this session and be published on the OPCW's external and public
website. I thank you for your kind attention.
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