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The following is the response of the Syrian Arab Republic to the
“Draft Annual Report of the OPCW on the Implementation of the

Chemical Weapons Convention in 2023”

Firstly, in principle, the Technical Secretariat of the Organization
must reflect in its reports the work and activities it undertakes, and all its
activities must be consistent with what it stipulates, and these reports
must be unanimously agreed upon by all countries, and such reports
must not be approved by vote, without taking the concerns of States

Parties into account.

Secondly, in accordance with subparagraph (b) of paragraph /32/
of Article Eight of the Convention, one of the tasks of the Executive
Council is to consider the Organization’s draft report on the
implementation of the Convention and submit it to the Conference. In
Paragraph 31 of Article Eight of the Convention, one of the important
tasks entrusted to the Council is to promote the effective implementation
of and compliance with the Convention. As for Paragraphs 20 and 21 of
Article Eight, one of the TS’ primary tasks is to supervise the
implementation of the Convention, work to strengthen its subject and
purpose, and correct and remedy any situation that constitutes a violation

of its provisions.



Thirdly - Based on what was stated above, Syria, along with the
majority of States Parties, called for strict adherence to what is stipulated
in the Convention, and that the Executive Council and the Conference
of States Parties correct and remedy the violations committed by some
well-known countries by passing and imposing decisions that blatantly
contravene the provisions of the Convention, such as: the decision of the
Fourth Special Session of the Conference of States Parties in 2018 and
the decision of the 28th session of the Conference of States Parties
entitled “Addressing the Threat from the use of Chemical Weapons”.
Addressing and correcting this defect is the responsibility of the
Executive Council and the Conference of States Parties, which requires
canceling all decisions, issued which contradict the provisions of the

Convention.

Fifthly, since 2019, the draft Convention Implementation Report
has received many discussions and objections from a number of States
Parties, and every time, Western countries continue to violate the
provisions of the Convention for purely political motives, without
paying attention to the duty to adhere to the provisions of the

Convention.

Sixthly, based on the above, the Syrian Arab Republic calls upon
all States Parties, the Technical Secretariat and the Executive Council, to
strictly adhere to the provisions of the Convention, take into account the

valid concerns of many countries, and stop committing these flagrant



violations of its provisions, and thus delete the following paragraphs

from the draft report. Implementation of the Convention for the year

2023:

In paragraph 1-22. Adding what was stated in the conclusions of
the report of the tenth inspection round of the Center for Scientific
Studies and Research (SSRC) regarding Syrian cooperation.

In paragraphs 1-39 to 1-44, everything related to the illegal
Investigation and Identification Team must be deleted, considering
that attributing responsibility contradicts the provisions of the
Convention and the powers of the United Nations Security
Council.

In paragraph 1-43, we reiterate that the Memorandum of
Understanding concluded between the Organization and the
International, Impartial, Independent Mechanism (I11M), regarding
providing access and transferring information and evidence
regarding the alleged incidents in Syria to that mechanism (111M),
violates the provisions of the Convention and without the slightest
consideration of the Convention’s annex on confidentiality, as it is
Transferring information related to a State Party to the Convention
(Syria) without its consent. The Secretariat also exceeded the
Organization's mandate when it signed a Memorandum of

Understanding with the Impartial and Independent Mechanism of



the United Nations. This constitutes a violation of Paragraph 34 of
Article 8.

| request that this statement be considered a document of the 106th
session of the Executive Council and published on the organization’s

external website and the Catalyst.
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