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AGENDA ITEM (18) — Fostering of international cooperation for peaceful purposes in the field of
chemical activities

Mr. Chairperson,

The efforts undertaken by the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) to achieve
significant progress across all aspects of international cooperation and capacity-building activities—
pursuant to Articles VII and X of the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC)—as well as in the field of
chemical activities for purposes not prohibited under the Convention, are essential for advancing
technological development for all States Parties. These efforts require continuous support.

In this context, the implementation of Article XI demands urgent deliberation within the OPCW’s
governing bodies to develop a comprehensive strategy and an operational action plan. Such a framework
would enable a systematic assessment of needs and periodic evaluation of related programs to enhance
their effectiveness and ensure sustainable impacts. This approach must holistically incorporate all
international cooperation activities undertaken by the OPCW.

Additionally, the full implementation of the agreed framework for Article XI, including capacity-building
for the safe use of chemicals for purposes not prohibited under the Convention, is of critical importance.
This entails fostering collaboration and knowledge exchange among scientific communities, academic
institutions, chemical industries, non-governmental organizations, and regional and international
organizations. Furthermore, it includes measures by States Parties and the OPCW to facilitate the peaceful
exchange of chemicals, equipment, and scientific and technical information related to the development
and application of chemistry in accordance with the Convention’s provisions.

It is concerning that substantial funds, exceeding two million euros, have been diverted from the
International Cooperation and Assistance Program (ICA) since 2015. This program is vital for developing
countries that are members of the OPCW. Unfortunately, this budgetary reduction approach, which began
eight years ago, has negatively impacted international cooperation efforts. It is imperative to rectify this
trend by exploring practical options, including retaining unspent ICA funds in a dedicated special
account.

We would like to reiterate that the full, effective, and non-discriminatory implementation of Article XI is
of paramount importance. We look forward to fruitful discussions in the ongoing facilitation process
under Article XI.

o | ask that this statement be designated an official document of this conference session and
posted on both Catalyst and public website.

Thank you Mr. Chairperson
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